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"It bas become known only now that a special mission of bigh renking Soviet
| officers arrived in utmost secrecy in Bulgaria oz April 25th. A special
military plane; used exclusively by the Sovist Ewbassy and the Soviet
Military Mission in Bulgerile, brought them from Moscow to the airfisld
of Bozurich. (Regulsr plames of the Soviet Airlips ‘Asroflot' use the
nearby Vrajdebna airfield.) The pessengers of the gpecial plane HEres
Col. Gen. I, Z. Susaykov, Lt. Gen, I. A. Romienko?'zoth from the Armored
Troops), Majy Gen. V. 8. Zeakharov, Col. V. I. Gusysv (both Air Porce),
Navel 1st Rank Capt. E. N. Bryukhanov (Ravy) and Col. ¥. K. Agibalov,
former Chief War Correspondent of the Army paper ‘Krasnays Zvyszdn’ (Red
8tar). They were accompsnied by eight other staff officers from the
Boviet Army, Favy and Air Force, whose identity is unkpown. v

2. "This mission from Moscow was Joinsd the sems dmy by snother group- of
four MIB and MVD officers » Who srrived by plane from Odessa. The latter
were: Maj. Gen. Jopif Martisnovich Bartashunas, Col. Andrey Pavlovich
L i e ROV 55 1% o 0L KBD L TH AN GV - Renpetrovichand Tov- Gobo-Vessily FIETORER s mmearion:
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3. "Two significent facts rends special importance to the arrival of thess
migsions: - S T : .

¥

(a) The Moscow group was hesded by Col. Gen. Sussykov, who had been
the Boviet Chairmsn of the Allied Control Commidaion for Rumsgia;

(b) The mentioned & Security Bervice officers all belong in their
respective Departmsnts to spscial units guarding the secrscy of
stomic research in the USSR. ‘

- 4, "The arrival of the two Planes was surrounded by utmost secrecy. The
‘ Moscovw plane was met by Gen. Pashkov, Head of the Soviet Military
Mission, and his Chief of Staff, Lt. Col. F. F. Rumyantesev and Maj.
Zakjevsky, and MGB officer attached to the Mission. The passengers of

the Odessa plane were greeted by Col. Ivan Ivanovich Doshlov s Deputy of
the MGB-INO (Foreign Espionage Bervice of the Moscow Ministry of State
Becurity) in Bulgeria, at present stationed in Bucharest. It is signi-
ficant thet no representative of the Soviet Enbassy in Bofia; nor of
Bulgarian Government was present at the airfield, or hed later any

ct with the two missions. Gen. ‘@rekov, Chief of the Bulgarisn General
put merely 7 deluxe 'Zis' cars at the disvosal of the Soviet nilitary
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party, all with Soviet drivers. -

"The Soviet guests proceeded immediately from the airfield to the fagh-
ionable suburban residentisl district of Banki. They were quartered

in two adjoining villas, one of which used to belong to the former
Bulgarian Prime-Minister Stamboliysky. Next to the latter;, in a mansion
where Soviet Marshal Tolbukhin had his headquarters d ng and after

* “the war in the Chaussee Tolbukhin, the so-called Cent Committee of

Aid to Democratic Greece is located. The reorgsnized General Staff
of the Greek Partisan Army is camouflaged under this name

Bagwesn-thelr srrival in the late afternoon of April 25th and their

departure by air, around noon April 30th, none of the 19 Soviet
officere left Banki. Although they made no official or private visits,
the mission received quite a number of visitors. During their stay
the Soviet military dignitaries were guarded by a special group of

the Soviet OB-MGB. '

"Despite all his efforts the special correspondent [ 7 in the
Balkans was uneble to cbtain further details about the secret Banki
conferences. Neither the Bulgarien press nor the redic made any

. mention of the arrivel and presence of the Soviet Mission. The only

informetion leaks were through the so-called 'Karauine Roty' (Guard
Companies) of the Bulgarian DSIG (Security Service), who were on
duty et the airfield, along the route to Banki and at Banki proper.
They were assigned, however, only to perform outer service, while the-
inside security detachments were all furnished by the M3B.

"As a stesdy flow of visitors and of comminications between the 'Svieto-
slav' House, the residence c¢f the Greek Committse end the two houses
where the Soviet visitors were quartered could be cbserved, one may
deduct that the secret Banki conference had something to do with Gireek

"Partisan affairs. This suppoeition is however yet to be confirmed vy
eventual future developments. -

- end -
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